8                  THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
"It is an official document whose importance can neither
be overlooked nor minimized/' as Mr. Scott correctly ob-
serves in the English translation published by the Carnegie
Endowment for International Peace in 1924, It contained
valuable new evidence tending to prove that the accusation
formulated by the Commission was historically incorrect,
and morally unjustifiable. In spite of this, the Commission
paid virtually no attention to it, and Germany was forced
to accept the dictum of the victors in Article 231 of the
Treaty of Versailles:
The Allied and Associated Governments affirm, and Ger-
many accepts, the responsibility of Germany and her allies
for causing all the loss and damage to which the Allied
and Associated Governments and their nationals have been
subjected as a consequence of the war imposed upon them
by the aggression of Germany and her allies.
2.   THE DISCUSSION OF "RESPONSIBILITY"  AFTER   1919
(a) New Documents on the Immediate Causes
A second phase of the question of the immediate causes
of the War began with the publication of the Kautsky
Documents. These, and other new documents and memoirs
to be mentioned below, made it clear that Germany had not
plotted or wanted a European war. Scholars in all coun-
tries gradually came to agree that, though Germany was
responsible for having at first foolishly encouraged Austria
to take action against Serbia, Germany supposed (wrongly,
as it turned out) that the conflict could be 'localized"; but
when it began to appear that "localization" was doubtful
and that Russia might intervene, Germany tried to restrain
Austria and made genuine efforts to prevent the Austro-
Serbian conflict from developing into a World War. What
are these new documents and memoirs upon which this re*
vised view rests?